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We left off talking about how the Sahabah dealt with the Qur’an. The 
way they dealt with the Qur’an is what changed them from being the lowest, 
most neglected people of their time, to being the leaders of the world. The 
climate back then wasn’t much different than it is today. Their technology 
back then was not more advanced than it is today. They didn’t have bionic 
implants, nor did they have superhuman strengths. What they had differently 
was their ImGn and submission. It was at an all-time peak even before Islam 
was complete, and even while alcohol was still not prohibited. Imagine, just 
imagine, that liquor was still being served, yet they had more ImGn, more 
submission, to the commands of Allah (lea; sit.4), than we, the sober of 
today, have after alcohol was prohibited. 


They had the Qur'an — we have the exact same Qur'an, dot for dot, 
letter for letter, and word for word. We took the words of the Qur'an. They 
took the words of the Qur’an and lived the reality and application of it. The 
Qur’dn is now the most-read book on the face of this Earth, and at the same 
time, it’s the least practiced book. The key to that is what | ended the last 
Halagah with: they learned the Aydt, 10 Ayat at a time, and they wouldn't 
pass it until they learned the meaning, the Tafsir! And then they put it into 
practice. Then they moved on. The students of the Messenger (alas 4ule al La) 
recited, memorized, understood, contemplated, applied, and put into practice. 


Today, those categorized as the best stick to memorizing and reading 
the words. Or others who pick and choose what they want to apply ( es ux ¥! 
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al), What is lacking today is application of what’s read and memorized. And 
before that, of course, is understanding the Ayat (the Tafsir). 


The Qur’an changed the Sahabah, and it'll change anyone who 
befriends it. Raise yourself and your children to memorize the Qur’an, and 
with the same intensity, to apply what they learn. Application becomes 
possible and easier after knowing the Tafsir of the Qur’an. Memorizing alone 
is not enough. Some of the most notorious Tawagheet don’t have a problem 
with the people memorizing the Qur'an. In fact, some Tawagheet encourage 
it. Some Tawagheet sponsor and spend large sums of wealth to have Qur'an 
memorization competitions, voice competitions, Qira’at competitions. They'll 
allow memorization schools for the Qur'an everywhere, but they won't allow 
application of it. They want their subjects (like) donkeys, like the parable 
mentioned in the Qur’an. Read and memorize the Qur’an, but you better not 


apply it. 
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The example of those who were entrusted with the Torah and then did not take it on 
is like that of a donkey who carries volumes [of books].+ 


The example of those who were entrusted with (in charge) of the Tawrah, but 
didn’t fulfill it, is like a donkey carrying books. They're compared to donkeys. 
Ibn Al-Qayyim said, “Even though the example specified those who were 
given the Tawrah, it applies to those who were given the Qur'an, yet do not 
apply it nor give it its dutiful rights.” A donkey doesn’t benefit when carrying 
books on its back, nor does a human who memorizes the Qur'an but doesn’t 


apply it. 


When | was younger and | memorized the Qur’an in Madinah, and we 
returned to the States, from what | recall, ale! 4s, | was probably the only one 
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at my age, at that time, who had memorized the Qur'an in the United States. 
They introduced me in several international conferences and gatherings just 
because of my age and that | had memorized the Qur’an. Now the Huffadh of 
the Qur'an are in practically every other household. Thousands not only 
memorize the Qur'an, but can tell you the page number and the verse number! 
Instead of being acted upon, the ultimate goal has become competitions on 
memorizing the Qur'an (the words of the Qur'an) and the beautification of the 
voices. 


The Qur’an became a book for them to apply the musical patterns (the 
Maqamat), so disrespectful to The Word of Allah, so out of hand, that even 
recently, a famous reciter got carried away making like a hip dance move 
while reciting with the Maqamat in a funeral! This is not to diminish or 
discourage memorizing the Qur'an. I’ve encouraged not only memorizing the 
Qur’an but beyond that, the Mutun and the Ahadith. May Allah (lei, ila.) 
reward my parents for the enormous efforts they put into getting us to 
memorize the Qur’an. But memorizing words without understanding and 
contemplating and application is why the Ummah is where it's at today. 


Someone memorizes, and that’s all they want out of it. Others are 
selective in what they choose from the book of Allah. When it's Ramadan, 
people see a child fasting, they say, “Allahumma Barik Lahu, so cute, he’s 
fasting!” Because Allah said: 
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Decreed upon you is fasting? 


But then they see a cub, raised by lions and lionesses, who fully understand a 
similar command: 
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Fighting is ordained upon you while it is hateful to you? 


People despise that cub, his parents, those who raised him on that pure path, 
and everyone on that path. Allah said: 


SH le YS" 


And do not approach unlawful sexual intercourse.‘ 


Allah said: 
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O you who have believed, indeed, intoxicants, gambling, [sacrificing on] stone alters 


[to other than Allah], and divining arrows are but defilement from the work of Satan, 
so avoid it...° 


Don’t go near Zina, don't drink, don’t gamble. People take those commands 
seriously. Many people do. If they were to fall in any of them, they'll most likely 
admit their mistake and sin, and sometimes many do repent. But then they'll 
reject the meaning of 
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O you who have believed, do not take the Jews and the Christians as allies. They are 
[in fact] allies of one another.® 


3 [2:216] 
4 [17:32] 
5 [5:90] 
6 [5:51] 


Tafsir Al-Qur’an Al-’Adhim: Al-Fatihah (03) 


Don’t take the Kuffar as your Awliya’. The One who ordered Siyam (fasting), 
ordered Qital (fighting). The One who ordered to stay away from alcohol and 
Zina and gambling, ordered one not to have Wald’ to the Kuffar. The Ayat of 
Wald’ and Bard’ must be understood in the same intensity as the Ayat 
ordering Salah and other commands of Allah. They're all from Al-’Alim Al- 
Khabir! Some are selective in what they choose. Others abandon all the 
commands altogether. 


And some of the brothers on the pure Tawheed (insha’Allah) also need 
to realize the importance of the Qur’an. They may practice it, believe in the 
commands — apparently (Allah jis 4a knows what's in the hearts) — but 
some neglect recitation, memorization and truly befriending the Qur’an. That’s 
one of the main reasons why some fail when tests and trials come. Lack of 
recitation, lack of attachment to the Qur'an, will cause one to fail at the first 
test. When some are tested with trials or defeats or prisons, the Niqabs are 
Sufoor’, the beards are shaven and trimmed, the hair is Qaza’. Words of Kufr 
and regret are uttered: “Why didn’t Allah give us victory?” atl ually. “Why did 
Allah do this to us?” 4th duals. They didn’t properly get the true Tafsir of the 
Qur'an. They didn’t have a bond with that Qur’an. 
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Do you think that you will be left [as you are] while Allah has not yet made evident 
those among you who strive [for His cause] and do not take other than Allah, His 
Messenger and the believers as intimates? And Allah is [fully] Aware of what you 

do? 


In Surat Al-Ahzab, the best men, 


7 A synonym of Tabarruj 
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were tested and shaken with a severe shaking.° 
The Sahabah, and RasdulAllah (ales ale 4) ba) was with them! They were tried 
and shaken with a mighty shaking. 
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There the believers were tested and shaken with a severe shaking.?° 


When you're attached to the Qur’an, you read those verses and 
understand what happened in Al-Ahzab and contemplate: this happened to 
RasdlAllah (alu s 4sle at) .la) and the Sahabah. The same may happen, and will 
happen, to us. Let me prep myself internally, so when trials come, I'll remain 
steadfast. 


Bos 
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They were touched by poverty and hardship and were shaken until [even their] 
messenger and those who believed with him said, "When is the help of Allah?" 
Unquestionably, the help of Allah is near.*+ 


You hear statements like, “Why would” — ath sells — “Why would Allah allow 
them (or us) to be massacred like that if they (or us) are on the Haqq?” Almost 
everyone memorizes Surat Al-Buruj, but how many pay attention to the Tafsir 
and contemplate to present-day situations, what happened to the people of 
Al-Ukhdud. They turn away from the path of Tawheed, thinking they’re on 
this earth testing Allah — tb suel|,; — instead of the opposite. If it was constant 
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victory and miracles, like I’ve always said, who wouldn’t be on the path of 
Tawheed? Haqq and Batil collide. This Dunya is a test. A generation comes, 
they need to be tested — who’s with the Haqq, who’s with the Batil. 


cesT Scleds ide QT aT fled 
and Allah will surely make evident those who are truthful, and He will surely make 
evident the liars.72 


They get their grade, they pass and move on. New generation comes, they 
need to be tested. Where do we get this? From the Qur'an! 


[It is] so that Allah may distinguish the wicked from the good.*? 
And the many similar verses like that. 


Some people who may be apparently on the Haqq, and follow the 
Qur’an — apparently — (some) don’t have private, nightly sessions with 
recitation, memorization, understanding and contemplating the word of Allah. 
And that is one of the biggest, of several reasons, why some fail when they’re 
tested. Allah (tis +i) said in His book: 
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Whoever follows My guidance - there will be no fear concerning them, nor will they 


grieve. 74 


He said: 
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Then whoever follows My guidance will neither go astray [in the world] nor suffer [in 
the Hereafter].1° 


Attaching yourself and your heart to this book means no fear over the future, 
no fear over what’s to come, and no sadness over what had passed. Did the 
Sahdabah (cxesai agic atl 25) render on their heels at the calamity of Uhud? Did 
they say we were radicals before Uhud, now we have reformed and we 
realize the path we're on was wrong? Did they say, let us go to Rustum and 
Kisra and Quraysh and help them out? Let us go to the youth of Quraysh and 
tell them not to join the path we’re on? We're going to open think tanks and 
help Quraysh against RasdlAllah (ales ade «il ls)? Did they sit and weep over 
that calamity for years and decades? They accepted it from Allah, they 
analyzed the situation, so they can learn from their mistakes. They remained 
steadfast, firm, and moved on to lead the globe. Because they learned 10 
Ayat and didn’t pass them until they fully understood their Tafsir and applied 
them. Allah (j4; 44) promised to guard His book. 


2 2 
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Indeed, it is We who sent down the message [i.e., the Qur’an], and indeed, We will 
be its guardian.*® 


We sent down the Qur’an and We will guard it. In another verse — the 
wisdom behind the revelation: 
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[This is] a blessed Book which We have revealed to you, [0 Muhammad], that they 
might reflect upon its verses and that those of understanding would be reminded.’” 
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It was revealed so you can deeply think and contemplate and ponder and 
reflect over the verses. 
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That they might reflect upon its verses and that those of understanding would be 
reminded.?® 


Al-Qurtubt said that this is proof that it's Wajib to know the Tafsir of the 
Qur'an. At-Tabari said that it means one must contemplate and act upon the 
verses. 
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and indeed, We will be its guardian.?? 


Allah promised to protect the Qur’an. 
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That they might reflect upon its verses...7° 


Allah ordered to understand and apply it. Allah promised to protect the 
Qur'an! He ordered to understand and apply it. Allah promised to protect the 
Qur'an, and He ordered us to understand and apply it. People focus and made 
it their only goal what Allah (45 4ila24) promised (Hifdh), and neglected what 
they were ordered (understanding and applying it). Exactly like what Hasan 
Al-Basri said, as he was quoted in Talbis Iblis, “The Qur'an was meant to be 
put into practice and acted upon. People selected the recitation of the Qur'an 
as the only required deed.” 
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Understanding and contemplating the Qur’an is not just memorizing its 
letters, and not applying its commands and knowing its limits. Some brag 
about how many times they’ve read the Qur’an, but you don’t see any of that 
in their ‘Aqidah, you don’t see any of that in their manners, you don’t see any 
of that in their actions. The people before us saw the Qur’an as a message 
from Allah to them. They contemplated it during the night, to apply it day and 
night. Allah emphasized to follow the Qur'an, in the Qur’an! 


oO AF 4 20 at a ae Mae ae bi eg es a He 4 aT of 2g te 
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And follow the best of what was revealed to you from your Lord [i.e., the Qur'an] 
before the punishment comes upon you suddenly while you do not perceive.? 
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Follow, [0 mankind], what has been revealed to you from your Lord and do not 
follow other than Him any allies.?2 
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And follow what is revealed to you, [0 Muhammad], and be patient until Allah will 
judge. And He is the best of judges.”? 
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Follow, [0 Muhammad], what has been revealed to you from your Lord - there is no 
deity except Him - and turn away from those who associate others with Allah.*4 


Follow, follow, follow, follow! Allah vilified Bant Isra'l: 


cyihs Yah Sig egal Yy CAST Sysles Y 6 seal ag las 


And among them are unlettered ones who do not know the Scripture except 
[indulgement in] wishful thinking, but they are only assuming.”° 


Among them (the people of Bani Isra‘ll), those who are illiterate, who know 
nothing about the scripture, lil Yr What they know about the scripture, Jul Yr We 
go to the Tafsir, [igilal Yi] means they only know the recitation of it. They were 
condemned and vilified for only knowing the recitation, not the meaning nor 
acting upon it. 


Look at the examples, and there’s numerous examples, on the 
submission the Salaf had to the commands of the Qur’dn. When A’ishah (2) 
{gic at) was falsely slandered, among those who spread the slander against 
her, was a relative. Not only a relative, but a man whose name was Mistah 
ibn Uthathah. He was a poor man, who was not only a relative of Abu Bakr 
(Aic al 5), but Abu Bakr (4c atl 45) used to financially support him. After 
Allah revealed the verses clearing our mother (ie 4 .~2)), proving her 
innocence, Abu Bakr said, |) Gui claus le Gill Y aly, “By Allah, | will not give 
charity to Mistah anymore” after what he said about A’ishah. Then Allah 
revealed a verse in the Qur’an: 
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And let not those of virtue among you and wealth swear not to give [aid] to their 
relatives and the needy and the emigrants for the cause of Allah, and let them 
pardon and overlook. Would you not like that Allah should forgive you? And Allah is 
Forgiving and Merciful.26 


Let not those who are righteous, good amongst you, and those who have 
wealth, let them not stop giving those who are needy. | sAdaal5 | sa) 5°, let them 
pardon and forgive. Do you not want that Allah forgives you? Imagine the hurt 
in Abu Bakr’s heart. A relative, who’s supposed to stick by his side, someone 
he financially supports — he slanders his flesh and blood in the worst of 
slander. A fresh wound in the heart of As-Siddigq (4i¢ 4 25), but Allah said: 


wi) 39a as ST 235d shy aad ot jft a Pipeororay yeas 


Let them pardon and overlook. Would you not like that Allah should forgive you? 
And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.” 


Let them pardon and forgive, do you not want Allah to forgive you? They took 
the words of Allah seriously, over their desires and wishes, over their children, 
over their wealth, over their honor, over their blood. Abu Bakr replied, <) 4s cb 
gl dtl 983 | Gail “Yes indeed, by Allah! 1 want Allah to forgive me”, and resumed 
giving Mistah the aid he used to give him, and he gave an oath that he will not 
stop giving him after that. Abu Bakr (4 4) 25) was hurt. Hurt beyond hurt! 
Betrayed — an ultimate betrayal! But Allah said: 
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And let them pardon and overlook. Would you not like that Allah should forgive you? 
And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.7° 
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Submission to the word of Allah, understanding the word of Allah, 
contemplating the word of Allah, and blindly submitting and applying the 
word of Allah! When the delegate, Wafd Bani Tamim, came to the Messenger 
(ales cule ail -bs), Abu Bakr and ‘Umar (teic atl 22) had a dispute of who they 
wanted to choose as the chief for that tribe. Abu Bakr (4 4) .)) named 
someone, and ‘Umar (“ 4! 2») named someone. Abu Bakr and ‘Umar had a 
slight argument over it. And Abu Bakr told ‘Umar (gic atl 25), “All you 
wanted to do was oppose me.” ‘Umar said, “! didn’t intentionally oppose you.” 
| didn’t mean to (basically). Their voices grew louder in front of RasulAllah 
(abs; aile al .b4) and Allah reveals the verse: 


a 
2 
° 4 


ave 07 “wt Lo Pt yee ar BAe » Fe Uae 
gl eke SH Spel ae Y pale Gl Leb 


O you who have believed, do not raise your voices above the voice of the Prophet.? 


Look how seriously they understood that command and how they applied it. 
From that day on, after that command was revealed, when ‘Umar (ic il 2) 
would speak to the Messenger (ales ale «il <a), he would talk in a whispering 
tone. He would talk like he’s whispering a secret, to the point the Messenger 
(ales aule aul .l.e) would have to ask him, at times, to repeat what he’s saying 
because he didn’t hear. 


The addiction of alcohol and liquor and how they submitted to its 
prohibition, without any hesitation, while they were drinking! All it took was a 
word! Not even from the Messenger (ales ule ai! la) directly, but from the 
Messenger’s (als «ule ai! la) messenger. Anas ibn Malik said: | was serving 
alcohol to Abu ‘Ubaydah and Abu Talhah and ‘Ubay bin Ka’b and someone 
passed by saying: Liquor has been prohibited. On the spot, with absolutely no 
hesitation, with full submission, Abu Talhah tells Anas, “Get up and break the 
pitcher that has the alcohol (liquor) in it.” With no hesitation, Anas (4 4! 5) 
says, “| stood up and took a pointed stone, and | hit and struck the pitcher at 
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the bottom until it broke into pieces.” 4414) AS (44 a4, Liquor flowed in the 
streets of Madinah. Ibn Hajr, in another narration, said, “They didn’t question 
the messenger that came by telling them this nor did they hesitate.” 


A’ishah (ee «il 4) said, 
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May Allah bestow His Mercy on the early emigrant women. When Allah revealed: "... 
and to draw their veils all over their Juyubihinna (i.e., their bodies, faces, necks and 
bosoms)..." [24:31] they tore their Murat (woolen dresses or waist-binding clothes or 
aprons etc.) and covered their heads and faces with those torn Muruts.%° 


When Allah (tes 424) revealed to draw their veils over Juyubihinn — 
which is their faces and necks and bodies — they tore the outer garments and 
made veils from them. The examples of their submission to the verses and 
commands of Allah in the Qur’an are many! They’re narrated to us in the 
utmost details, but we don’t see the slightest detail of resistance or doubts or 
hesitation or objection — with something newly legislated! It's not like 
something they were used to or knew about. All we see is absolute blind 
submission and obedience to the verses in the Qur’an and the orders of 
RasulAllah (alas 4sle atl la), 


The earlier generation understood the reality of the Qur’an and its 
purpose and they fully implemented it! And that’s what changed them. They 
understood that Allah (.lk4; 4s.) legislates what He wills, how He wills, and 
He legislates what’s absolutely the best of the best for us! They understood it 
was their duty to completely and fully submit to Allah. They understood that 
submission to the words and commands of Allah in the Qur’an was the soul of 
Islam, and they were distinct and unique and unmatched in that! They ( 4! 2) 


30 (Bukhari: 4758] 
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Osea agic), succeeded in being rewarded and granted the Ridwan of Allah in 
Dunya and Akhirah. They were established on this Earth as its leaders and 
attained the ultimate success in the Akhirah. 


Insha’Allah next week we'll start on the actual Tafsir of Surah Al-Fatihah. 
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